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A M very ſenſible that the Subjet 1 
* * I have undertaken to write upon, is ve- 
JD [1] ES ry unpopular. For what can be ſaid 
(it wil be immediately retorted) what 
teaſible Arguments can be brought 
in Juſtification of a People, who for many Ages, 
have been abandon'd by Gop Himſelf, deemed by 
all Mankind the — of the Earth, and 
the perpetual and invincible Enemies of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith? Are they not ſcattered through the 
whole World, and continually wandering from 
Nation to Nation, without any ſettled Reſidence, 
that fo they may the better eſcape with Impunity 


* 
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from the Stroke of thoſe Laws which they everys 


where offend? And is it not notorious, that they 
are a Plague to every Nation where they happen 
to make their Abode, by their Impoſitions, Frauds, 


and the moſt iniquitous Dealings? How many 
e * be produced of their being driven 


B out 


2' A Apology for the . 
out of a Country for their wicked Practices? Are 
they now fled of hetter Principles than they 


have been for theſe ſeventeen hundred Years paſt? _ 
What more conſpicuous Evidences do they give 
of their Honeſty, Integrity, and ſocial Virtues © 
than their -Fore-fathers did? How, is it,” that of a 
ſudden, we are become ſo fond of theſe Vagrants, _ 
as to take them into our Boſoms and incorporate _; 
them with our own People? | of 
I uus confeſs, the popular Prejudice runs 
high againſt this forlorn and ſeemingly abandoned 
People. But (if I may be allowed to uſe a very 4 
homely, yet ſenſible Proverb,) as the Devil is not 
fo black nor ſo ugly as be is painted, ſo the Jews, * 
-who have been drawn in ſuch odious Colours, ve 
may charitably ſuppoſe, have ſomething to fay in 
their Juſtification. - Even our Religion, which is 
the molt friendly and humane of any in the World. ; 
inſtructs us not to be too ſevere in our Cenſures of 
thoſe, whoſe Opinions and Actions do not exattly | © 
iquare with our own. _ _ FF , 
Lux us.then look upon the Jets in a more imm 
partial and equitable Light than the common and 0 
vulgar Opinion affects to place them in. It is 
well known, that the Anceſtors of theſe People ? 1 
were highly favoured by the Almighty, and were 
ſelected from the whole Race of Mankind to pre- ,, 
ſerve and perpetuate the true Worſhip of the Dei- 
ty; and it may be reaſonably preſumed, that it is 7 


for this very Reaſon, that Providence has ſtill 
watched over them, ſo as to continue them a di- 
ſtinct People, notwithſtanding the terrible Judg- 
ments He has executed upon their State and Civil 
Polity. Is it not true, that every Kingdom upon 
Earth has been ſhaken to Pieces, and undergone 
ſuch violent Shocks and Diſſolutions, that the 
Aborigines, or primitive Inhabitants, have been 
io abſolutly abſorbed and loſt in the Inunda- 
. ; | tions 
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tions that have been poured in upon them from 


bother Nations, that there is not the leaſt Veſtigia, 


or Trace of them to be found, except in Books 
and Monuments? What is become of the antient 
Babylonians, Egyptians, Greets, Romans, &c. 
Do any of them ſurvive in their Sueceſſors? No: 


The very Form of their Governments have been 
changed, their Laws abrogated, their Learning, 
Z Wiſdom, and Bravery only recorded, but not per- 
4 ann in their Poſterity. 4 


Bur how has it fared with ha Jews ? "Tis 


true, their Nation has been broken to Pieces, the 
People ſcatter'd over the Face of the whole Earth, 
and their national Polity entirely diſſolved ; the Pri- 
vileges and Immunities they any-where now enjoy, 
are entirely owing to the Favour and Indulgence 
of the Prince and Government where they make 
their tranſient Abode ; and have no other Security 


or Protection for their Lives and Properties than 


what the Laws and civil Uſages of other Nations 
afford them. Yet, though they have been thus 
broken and diſſipated, though they have loſt their 
Civil Polity as a Nation, and are become fubject 
to every Kingdom upon Earth, ſtill they as a 
f People, diſtinct from all others, their Laws are 
invariably the ſame as were firſt given them by 
their Great Legiſlator Moſes, to which they ſti 


Fpertinaciouſly adhere : they have not mixed their 
Blood with the Natives of any other Country, but 
confined their Marriages within their *own Tribes 
and Families; their -Worſhip is the ſame now 
as it was three thouſand Years ago, except in 
Mome Externals, which the Neceſſity of their Cir- 
cumſtances obliges them to omit; and they can 
trace their Lineage through a long Succeſſion of 
Ages, even up to their Great Patriarch Abraham. 
7 * they long ſince loſt their Country, yet in 
; B 2 then 
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14 An Apolegy 3 "I 
their: Captivity, they were never ſo blended and 
incorporated with the Subjects of their Conque- 
rors, as to loſe their own — Exiſtence. In 
all the memorable Revolutions and Diſſipations 
they have undergone, they have always preſerved 
the Name and Diſtinction of one entire People, 
and, as it were, ſeparated and diſtinguiſhed — 
the reſt of Mankind. Providence ſcems to have 
had continually an Eye to their Preſervation, and, 
notwithſtanding the aſtoniſhing Calamities with 
which, for their horrible Impieties, they have been 
moſt remarkably puniſhed, yet they have not been 
annihilated or extirpated from the Earth; and by 
this wonderful Preſervation of them, the Almighty 
ſeems ſtill to have a Regard to the graciqus Pro- 
miles He made to their pious Anceſtors, that He 
will nat caſt them off for ever, but in his own _ 
due Time, will again diſtinguiſh them by his Fa- 
vours, as he has mage them remarkable by his 
Judgments. _ 
THAT the Fews were once a a People of no ſmall j 
Conſideration, even in England, is well known. to 
thoſe who are converſant in the Engliſb Hiſtory. 
And ſhould I affirm, that they had the Liberty to 
| purchaſe, Lands, build Houſes, / that they had 
their Courts and Juſtices of Aſſize, Charters of 
| Liberties, and other important Privileges and Im- 
munities, which put them, in a Manner, on an 
Equality with the Natives of the Kingdom; fſut- 
ficient Vouchers may be produced in Support of 
my Aſſertion. The learned Tranſlator of Rapin's 
| Hiſtory, p. 347, has the following curious Note 
28 upon this Subject; which, as it contains many 
Particulars well worthy the Attention of the Pub- 
lick at this Time, I have tranſcribed for the Sa- 
telaction of the inquilitive Reader. 3 
7 . Tray 
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of England, ſays the reverend 
iy Yr as was wont to draw a conſiderable Revenue 
from the Jetus reſiding in the Realm; namely. 
by Tallage and Fines relating to Law. Proceed- 
ings by Amerceaments for Miſdemeanours, and 
by Fines, Ranſoms, Compoſitions, which they 
were forced to pay, for the King's Benevolence, 
for Protection, for Licence to trade, for Diſ- 


_ charges from Impriſonment, and the like. He 


would Tallage the whole Community or Body at 


_ Pleaſure, and Tabak them anſwer Tallages for one- 
another. In ſhort, the King ſeemed to be abſolute 


Lord of their Eſtates and Effects, of their Per- 
ſons, their Wives and Children. They were a 


numerous Body (being ſettled in many, eſpecially 
the great Towns in the Realm) and by Traffick, 


Uſury, and Mortgages, they became very wealthy 


both in Money and Land. But as they fleeced 


the Subjects, ſo the King fleeced them. The Re- 


ceipt, or Place appointed for the Management of 
the Revenue of the Fudai/m, was called Scacca- 
rium Judæorum, or Fudaiſmi. It was a Part or 


Member of the great Exchequer. They had there 


Rolls or Records, wherein the Writs and Proceed- 
ings of Fudai/m were entered. And Summonſes 
iſſued out of the Exchequer of the Jes for the 


King's Debts, like as out of the Great Exchequer. 
In fine, there was a Wardrobe of the Judaiſm near 
the Exchequer of the Jews. . In the 44th of Hen- 
2 III, it was broke open, and ſeveral Rolls taken 
apray. Certain Perſons were aſſigned to be Cura- 
tors of this Revenue; they were uſually ſtiled C 


rodes and Juſticiarii Judæorum. In the moſt antient 


Times, they were commonly Chriſtians and Jervs 
appointed to act together. Afterwards they were, 
for the moſt part, Chriſtians only. They were 
uſually put into this Office by the King, by . Let- 


6 An Apology for ile 


ters of the Great Seal. But ſometimes the T'rea- * 


| furer and the Barons appointed a Juſtice of the 
| Fews, and other Clerks of the Judaiſm, by the 
King's Dire&ion. Theſe Juſtices ' of the Jess 


| exerciſed Juriſdiction in the Affairs of the Fudaiſm ; 


namely, in the Accompts of the Revenue; in 
| Pleas upon Contracts made with the Jes; in 
Cauſes or Queſtions touching their Lands or Chat- 
tels, their Tallages, Fines, Forfeitures, and the 


like. They recorded in the Great Exchequer, 


as there was Occaſion, Things within their Cog- 


nizance, relating to the Judaiſm. They made 


their Record or Declaration before the Barons of 


the Exchequer, and the Barons judged thereupon. - 


In fine, they were looked upon to be Members or 
Officers of the Great Exchequer, and entitled to 
the Privileges belonging to the Perſons reſident 
there. The Fewih Charters (as the Charters of 


other Men) were uſually called Chartz or Chiro- 


| grapha. Some of them were called Starra, Stars, 
a a Name of Hebraical Origin. Moſt of theſe Stars 
| were Releaſes or Acquittances, and written ſome- 
times in Hebrew, fometimes in Latin, and ſome- 
times in French. Selden has publiſhed two in He- 


| grew, Tit. Hon. p. 644. The moſt antient Fewiſh 
| Charter to be met with, is that of Aaron the Few 


of Lincoln, in 22 Hen. II, the Tenor whereof is 
entered in the great Roll of the th of Rich. I. It 
is a Kind of Releaſe. When the Fews made any 


Charter or Contract, one Part of it was to be laid 


up in a publiek Cheſt provided for that Purpoſe, 
called the Cheft of the Chirographi ; or of the 
Cbirographers. This Part of the Chirograph was 
called Pes Chirographi. Beſides ſeveral Clerks, 
who were employed in writing the Rolls and Me- 
| morandums of the Fudaiſm, there were certain Of- 


i ficers called Chirographarii and Coffarii, who had 
1 ; | - Cuſtody 


£905 
"a 
. 1 in, 
* * * RN bi 2 2 9 0 e 28 4. * * fa n 
£ 8 N N 5 2 De 8 . Re ea k 8 RR - ode LEE 
* 8 N. LN 3 8 E r r w 
* - e WV." - hf 13 4 Wn. SIE RAT 4 e 
wo EE 2 . SGP) * 3 
e . RIS ISS Far be EY 


Naturakzation of the I ws. 7 


Cuſtody of the Cheſt above-mentioned, and of the 


Chirographs. and Charters made between the Jews, 
or between them and &briſtians. It is likely they 


made Liſts or Dockets in Writing of all the Cbi- 


rographa that were put in, or taken out of the 
Cheſts. In the Archives of the Collegiate Church 
of Weſtminſter, there is a Roll of theſe Dockets, 


It begins at the gth of Hen. III. The Chirogra- 


phers were commonly Chriſtians and Jerus, acting 
together, and were planted in Towns, where there 
was a conſiderable Number of Fews, as at Lincely, 
Oxford, &c. The , Cheſts of the Chirographers 


were kept with great Care. At certain Times, 


they were locked up, and not to be opened again, 


except at ſuch Terms, or by Precept from the 
King, or the Barons of the Exchequer, or Juſti« 
ces of. the Fews. When the Cheſts were opened, 

it was done publickly, in the Preſence of the She- 
riffs (if in the Country) and of the Chirographers 
and Cofferers, or (if in London) before the Barons 
of the Exchequer, or Juſtices of the eus, or 


other principal Officers of the Fudaiſm. The. 


King by Writ, ordered the Sheriff of Wiliſbire to 
go to the Cheſts of the Chirographi at Wilton, 
and take out in their Preſence, all the Pedes where- 
by any Debt was ſecured to Solomon the Few, and 
bring them before the Barons of the Exchequer, 


* Mem. 42. Hen. III. Rot. 10. If a Charter made 
do a Few was loſt, or. could not be found in the 
Cheſt, it was uſual: for the Few. to whom it was 


made, when he was fatisfied the Money was due 


upon it, to come and make an Acknowledgment 


in the Exchequer, by way of Releaſe to the Party, 
The having one Part of the Fewiſh Chirographs 

laid up in the King's Treaſury, was chiefly to pre- 
vent the Falſity of the Jews, and to get them in- 
do his own Coffers, whenever they ſhould become 


(as 


!; . '& An Apoligy for tbe 
e, they often did) forfeited,” or devolute to the 
| Crown. Beſides" the Chirographers, the Juſtices 
of the eus had Clerks under them. There was 
2 Cuftos Rotulorum, and probably other Officers. 
The Judaiſm ſeems to have been guided in general 
by the Uſe of the Exchequer, except that in ſome 
Caſes, there was a peculiar Law or Rule, called 
the Law Afize, or Cuſtom of Judaiſm. It appears 
that the Jews held certain Chapters or Meetings for 
Affairs relating to themſelves. In the Reign of 
Rich. I. certain Rules, entitled, Capitula de Fu- 
dæis, were made and given in Charge to the Ju- 
ſtices Errant. They are printed in Hoveden, P. 
FE, p. 745. As to the Aſſizes of the Judaiſin, wher 


2 Contract was made by Chiregraph between a 


Chriſtian and a Few, if a Pes (or Counterpart) of 
fuch Contract was not found in the Cheſt of the 
King's Chirographers, the Few was to loſe his 
Debt accruing upon ſuch Contract. If a Few made 
a Star of Releaſe ſecretly, it was held invalid. 
By the Aſſize of the Fudai/m, the Fews might have 
a Moiety of the Lands, Rents, and Chattels of 
their Chriſtian Creditor, in Execution, till they 


were ſatisfied for the Debt due to them. The 


Jews paid Relief for the Lands and for their Chat- 
tels, or Money inſtead of, or under the Name of 
Relief. The King had the Wardſhip of a Few's 
Heir, and his Lands and Chattels. A Few's 
Wife might have Dower of Thirds out of the 
Huſband's Credits and Chattels. In the 37th of 
Hen. III, it was provided, that no Few ſhould re- 
main in England without doing the King ſome Ser- 
vice: That there ſhould be no Schools for Fetvs in 
England, except in ſuch Places where Schools were 
wont to be in King John's Reign: That all-Fews 
m their Synagogues ſhould celebrate with a loud 
Voice: That every Jew ſhould be anſwerable = 

: the 
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the Rector of his Pariſh for all Parochial Dues 
chargeable on his Houſe : That no Chri/t:an ſhould 


| g ſuckle the Child of a Jew, nor any Chriſtian Man 


or Woman ſerve any Few or Jews, nor eat with 
them, nor abide in their Houſe. That no Jew 


3 ſhould have ſecret Familiarity with a Chriſtian Wo- 


man, nor any Chriſtian Man with a Jewiſh Wo- 


man: That no Few or Feweſs ſhould eat, or buy 
- Fleſh in Lent: That every Few ſhould wear a 


Badge upon his Breaſt : That no Few ſhouldenter 
into any Church or Chapel, unleſs in paſſing to 
and fro: That no Few ſhould hinder another Jew, 


who was willing to turn Chriſtian; and that no 


Few ſhould be ſuffered to abide in any Town, with- 


out the King's Licence, except in Towns where 


Jews were formerly wont to reſide. Theſe Arti- 
cles were to be oblerved by the Jews, under Pain 


of forfeiting their Goods. Clauſ. 77. Hen. III. M. 


18. Though the Exchequer of the Jews, was, 
to ſome Purpoſes, diſtinct from the Great Exche- 
quer, yet both the Exchequer of the Fews, and 
the Acts and Proceedings of the Juſtices and Chi- 
rographers of the Fews, were ſubject to the Con- 
troul of the Chief Juſticiary, Treaſurer, and Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer. The Debts due from 
Chriſtians to Jews, were ſubject to ſuch Orders as 
the King thought fit to make. Sometimes the King 


would grant Reſpites for the Payment of ſuch 


Debts, and ſometimes would diſcharge the Debts 


thereof. Again, the Juſtices of the Jets were 


wont to accompt before the Barons of the Exche- 
quer, for the Iſſues of Judaiſm; and if they miſ- 
behaved, they were anſwerable for the ſame before 
the Barons, who, if there was Cauſe, annulled 
their Acts or Judgments, and puniſhed them for 
Miſdemeanours in their Office. In general, the 


King was wont to uſt the Jews with Severity 
k 2 | « 6 4 — 'C a | * 


when 
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when refractory, and ſhewed them Favour when 
obedient and compliant. K. John, in the ſecond 
Year of his Reign, granted a Charter of Libertics 
to the Fews of England and Normandy, which the 
curious Reader may ſee in Madox's Hiſt. of the © 
Exchequer, p. 174. Henry III, for the Support of 
fuch J7eus as embraced the Cbriſtian Religion, and 
were deſtitute of Livelihood, founded a Houſe 
at London, called Domus Converſorum, The Houſe 
fer the Converts, and endowed it with a competent 
Revenue. This Houle was uſually committed by 
the King to the Care and Rule of ſome Clergy- 
man of Diſtinction, called Cuſtos Domus Cenverſo- 
rum, and Gardein de Converſes, It was ſituated in 
Chanceller-Lane near the New-Temple, and hath been 

called in the Modern Times, The Rolls. Although 
the Jews were permitted to ſettle in ſeveral popu- 
lous Towns, it is likely they were not welcome to 
the Inhabitants. One of the Liberties granted 
by Hen. III, to the Men of Newcaſtle, was, That 
nd Jew ſhould dwell or ſtay in the Town, Chap. _ 
18. Hen. M. 16. There is frequent Mention in 
Records of an Epiſcopus and Presbyter Fudeorum. 
What they mean may in ſome Meaſure be learned 
from this Caſe. Henry III. appointed the Juſtices 
of the Fews, to try Elias the Biſhop, a Few of Lon- 
don, for a Treſpaſs againſt the King and his Bro- 
ther; Elias being convicted, was by the ſaid Ju- 
ſtices adjudged to be deprived of his Prieſt hood of 
the Community of the Fews in England. Hereupon 
the King, for a Fine of three Marks of Gold 
paid him on Behalt of the Community of the 
Fews, granted them that Elias ſhould never after- 
wards have the ſaid Prieſthood : That for the fu- 
ture, no Man ſhould be [Chief] Prieſt of the 
Jews, without being choſen by the Conſent of their 
Community; and that the ſaid Community _— 3 
„ | have 


Sol as 7 . 2 2 88 2 V 
oy RF OR eat pr en 
; ERS 0 wa : RI S l * 452 e Tp 
— £2 £2 FS 4 — ee . - 
e 8 4s 4 
ESE, 


5 r 
3 9 


Nataralization of the JES. 11 
have free Power, after the Deceaſe of any Chief- 
Prieſts, to elect another at their Pleaſure, and pre- 
ſent him to the King for his Approbation. In the 
Year 1290, (18 Ed. I.) the growing or renewing 
Revenue of Judaiſin and the Exchequer of the 

ews ceaſed ; the Fews being about that Time ex- 
pelled out of England. But by the Expulſion of 
the Fews (called then exilium Fudeorum) many 
 Eſcheats both of Lands and Chattels, came into 
the King's Hands.“ 
IuAv givem this Note at large, that the Reader 


may be capable of judging in what Eitimation the 


Jeus were, in this Kingdom, five hundred Years 
ago. is true, the People in general entertain'd 
an ill Opinion of them, of which the reigning 
Prince always made a Handle to fleece them, 
whenever he had any extraordinary Occaſion for 
Money; and as this Method of raiſing Money 


Was a kind of Eaſement to the Publick, the Mi- 
niſſters endeavoured, upon all ſuch Occaſions, to 
/ puſh the Jes into the Front of the Battle, well 


| knowing (however unjuſt and partial ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding might be) it would be very agreeable to 
the King s Engliſh Subjects. 

W may likewiſe obſerve, that in thoſe antient 
Times, the Fews had a free Traffick with the 
Natives of all the chief Towns in the Kingdom; 
that they might purchaſe Lands, dower their 
Wives, and make Settlements on their Children, 
of their Lands and Chattels, which in my Opi- 
nion, is pretty near tantamount to a Naturali- 
ation. They had likewiſe their Exchequer, 


as alſo their Juſtices and other Great Officers; 
which to me is an indubitable Evidence that they 
were then eſteemed a very conſiderable Part of 
the Commonwealth. *Tis true, if they offended 
, againlt the Laws to which they had ſubmitted 
1 1 them 


Practices of thole Times. 


themſelves, they were ſeverely puniſhed, that is, 
in their Purſe ; which was but juſt and reaſonable ; 


for as they ſubſiſted chiefly by Traffick, their E- 


ſtates conſiſted for the moſt part in ready Money, 
which, as it was molt eaſily come at to ſerve the 
Occaſions of the Government, they were therefore 
always puniſhed for their Delinquency by ſqueez- 
ing their Pockets. | 

. Here is likewiſe Mention made of a Charter of 


Liberties granted them by K. John, which, as 1 
have not ſeen, I cannot give the Particulars of it; 


however, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, it contained 
Grants of ſuch Privileges and Immunities, as en- 
abled them to carry on their Trade and Commerce 


upon an equal Footing with the Natives, at leaſt 


under ſuch Reſtrictions as were adapted to the Cir- 
eumſtances of the Jeus, and the Cuſtoms and 

IT has for many Ages been the hard Fortune 
of the Jews to groan under a heavy Load of Ca- 


lumnies and Oppreſſions; they have been 5 


ſcourged without Mercy by every Hand they have 


fallen into, ſo that it ſeems as if the whole Race of 


Mankind were joined in a Combination againſt 
them to root them from the Earth ; and yet, as it 
happened in their Bondage in Egyprt, the more 
they have been oppreſſed, the more they have 
multiplied ; the more rigorouſly they have been 
dealt with, the deeper they have taken root, and 
flouriſned with a more healthy Vigour ; the more 
they have been fleeced by their rapacious Adver- 
ſaries, the richer they have grown; Wealth has 
ſprung out of the Pit of their Adverſity, and their 
very Afflictions have often turned to their greateſt 
Advantage; and though they have no abiding Ci- 
ty, no Home nor Habitation that they can pro- 
perly call their own ; Yet when they are _ 

| rom 
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from one Country, they find an Ahlum in another, 
and they are in the trueſt Senſe, Pilgrims and So- 
journers in this World, as all their Fathers were. 
But do they therefore ceaſe to be the Care of Pro- 
vidence? Becauſe they are rejected and deſpiſed by 
Men, are they therefore caſt off and abandoned 
by the Almighty? By no means. For though 
their Correction has been very ſevere, yet it has 
been given by the Hand of a Father, who will 
throw away his Rod as ſoon as they return to their 
Duty. And I make not the leaſt Doubt but there 
is a Time coming, when Fews and Chriſtians 


ſhall go Hand in Hand, profeſs the ſame Faith, 


as now they worſhip the ſame God. 

Bur, what are the horrible Crimes that theſe 
Fews are guilty of, above all other People, that 
ſhould render them ſo obnoxious to the general 
Hatred ? Why, they are charged with exorbitant 
Uſury, Impoſitions in Trade, and Frauds in Com- 


merce. Tis very poſſible that all theſe Things 


may be juſtly charged upon them, or at leaſt, on 
the greateſt Part of thoſe who are concerned in 
Traffick ; however, I ſhall not undertake to aquit 
them of the Accuſation: Yet, before our Mer- 
chants and Traders, and money'd Men, paſs 
Sentence upon the Jews for theſe Enormities, they 
would do exceeding well, and reconcile themſelves 
mightily to the good Opinion of the Publick, if 
they could give a ſatisfactory Proof of their own 
Innocence, and that none of theſe Crimes can be juſt- 
ly charged upon them. Is it not notorious, that we 
have the moſt griping Uſurers among ourſelves, 
who are ſcarce ſatisfied with their Cent per Cent, un- 
leſs they can get Poſſeſſion of a Man's whole For- 


tune, and make him and his Family Beggars? But 


perhaps it will, be ſaid, that though there may be 
ſuch, yet they are few in Number, and ſtand in no 
” C 3 Com- 
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compariſon with the Multitudes of ſuch among 


the Jews. Let the Objector tell the Numbers of 
Pawnbrokers and Tallymen, whoſe enormous 
Exactions fall heavieſt on thoſe who are leaſt able 


to bear them, and yet their Tranſactions are pub- 
lick, and in a Manner licenſed among us. 

As to the Frauds and Impoſitions in Commerce, 
let the Ohjector count up, if he can, the immenſe 
Eſtates, that within fifty Vears paſt, have been 
acquired by Trade and Merchandize, and of all 
thoſe which he can point out, let him aſſure me 
of one that has been gotten by fair, honeſt, and 
upright Dealings. I will not ſay, there are none 
tuch ; I believe the contrary ; yet, for the Honour 
ot my Countrymen, as well as the Poſſeſſors of 


tuch ample Fortunes, it would give me infinite 


Satisfaction to know where to find them. But 
rarg avis in terris, — ! am afraid I ſhould want Dio- 
gencs's Lanthorn to diſcover this ineſtimable Jewel. 

Bur to be more particular: It is well known, 
that the Fews have no Land, nor other inheritable 


Prapertics, but their Money and Effects; this is 


their whole Eſtate, and upon this themſelves and 
Families muſt be ſubſiſted. Is it not then incum- 
bent upon them to improve this their only Talent 
to the beſt Advantage they can? It they did not 
do this, what would become of them? Would 
not they all ſoon become Beggars, and Objects of 
Chriftian Charity ? Yet I would not be under- 
ſtood to countenance any illegal Traffick, they 
may be ſuppoſed to carry on for the Support of 
the mſelves and their Families. They are, as they 
ought to be, puniſhed, whenever they are found 
guilty of Mal- practices. What I contend for is, 
that they may have the ſame Liberties and Pri- 
viieges in Trade, and the fame Means of acquir- 
wg a Livehhood, as, by the Law of * all 
: SS 
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1 Mankind are entitled to. And indeed this ſeems 
g co have been the chief Object of their Purſuits in 
f  } every Country where Providence has caſt their 


Is Lot; and their Induſtry has been ſucceſsful even 
le to Aſtoniſnment; and their Riches have increaſed 
even to a Proverb. 

Hur here will ariſe a Queſtion, What are theſe 
e, Natural Rights of Mankind, the Enjoyment af 


© which, no Man, Society, or People ought to be 
n | debarred i ? This is a Topick which has been large- 
11 "hy diſcuſſed by Civilians, and perhaps never yer 


e _ rightly adjuſted. This Variety of Sentiments may 
4 ue from the Difference in the Laws and Cuſ- 
IE _ toms of one Nation from thoſe of another. What 
Ir is Law and Right at Conſtantinople, would appear 
ff ; a Wrong and, Injuſtice at Paris, and perhaps 
te more ſo at London; yet every Country would be 
_ — | chought to act agreeable to the Laws of Nature. 
= _ What Criterion muſt we then fix upon to aſcertain ' 


the Truth in this Caſe ? Perhaps I ſhall be reckon- 
8 3 = an odd Kind of Reaſoner, to fetch an Argu- 


le ment from Scripture, to determine a Point of ſuch 
is 2 Yet, if I am not greatly miſtaken, 
& that good old Book, the Bible, will furniſh us 
1- _ with an infallible Rule which will guide us to the 
xt Point in-Hand: This is, Do unto all Men as you 
ot ꝛpould have them do unto you; the Juſtice and Rea- 
d \ fonablenels of which, I believe, no Man will dit- 
of pute. If then this Maxim is univerſally allowed, 
r- it muſt be one of thoſe Laws, or indiſputable 
y Truths, which the Author of Nature has imprint- 


of ed on our Minds in an indelible Character. 
y 10 apply this to our Purpoſe: Every Man 
d thinks he has a Right, as he certainly has, to ex- 


s,  ercile his Faculties and employ his Talents in ſuch - 
i- 2 Manner as he ſuppoſes will turn moſt to his Ad- 
r- 3 vantage. It follows, from the ſacred Rule above 


' R | quoted, 


„„ 


- | 2 14 
quoted, that no Man ought to grudge or hinder 


— 
— 
— — 


another the Liberty which he himſelf enjoys; 
provided there be no Encroachment or Invaſion 
of Property. We are all Fellow-Citizens, all 


Members of the great Commonwealth, the World; 
and Commerce is the univerſal Tie which ſeems 


deſigned as a Chain to link us together in Love and 


Unity. Religion indeed, which, at firſt, was one 


pure, fimple, and uniform Worſhip of the Great 


Creator of all Things, being multiplied into num 


berleſs Forms and Diviſions, has been the Occa- 
ſion of all, or the far greateſt Part of that Diſ- 
cord, Animoſity, and Enmity which have ſo mi- 
ſerably diſtracted and exaſperated Men againſt one- 


another. Tis this has animated the Turks againſt 


Chriſtians, and Chriſtians againſt the eus: Where- 


as had brotherly Love, the firſt Precept of that 
primitive Religion, ſo ſtrongly inculcated in the 


ſacred Rule above-mentioned, and ſo feelingly urg'd 
by the Dictates of Nature herſelf when ſhe is ſuf- 
fered to ſpeak, been permitted to take Place, 


Malice, Spite, Envy, and the reſt of the diaboli- 


cal Paſſions, would have been exerciſed only b 


their original Poſſeſſors, the Devil and his An- 


gels—O quantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum ! 
I am apt to think, that, upon a ſtrict Examina- 


ſtinate Adherence to their Religion, more than 


tion into the Cauſes and Grounds of the Suffer- 
ings, Hardſhips, and ill Treatment which the 
Fews have every-where, and at all Times met 
-with, we ſhall find that their pertinacious and ob- 


their knaviſh Tricks and fraudful Dealings, which 4 


ought not to be imputed to them, any more than 


in the reſt of Mankind, to any other Cauſe than 


W 
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the univerſal Depravity and Degeneracy of Hu- 


man Nature, have been the true Source of all their 
Misfortunes. The moral Precepts of their Re- 


; 93 
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$3 | } Higion are the ſame as preſeribed by the Chriſtian; 
ion and there have not been wanting many illuſtrious 
all Examples of Honour, Piety, and Virtue, among 
1d; 3 the better Sort of this People, which would have 
ms placed them in the firſt Rank of Chriſtian Heroes, 
and had wy been iyipirod by the Principles of that 
1 | Faith.” 

reat But to apply this general Reaſoning to the De: | 
1 ſign in Hand: The Jews have petitioned for 4 
ca- Bill of Naturalization ; and the Parliament has been 
Diſ- pleaſcd to favour their Requeſt; which has 
raiſed ſuch a Clamour without Doors, that one 
would be apt to think, from the loud Voeciferations 
of ſome, and the miſguided Zeal of others, that 
ere- our Religion, Laws, Liberties, Properties and 


that Trade were at Stake, and preſently to be ſacri- 
the ficed to the avaricious Views of our Hebrew In- 
re'd mates. Are not our Poor, ſay theſe Declaimers; 
ſuf- already fo numerous and burdenſome; that every 
ace, | Pariſh is ready to fink under the Weight of them ? 
Doli- © and! muſt we be quite overwhelmed with a Flood 
y by of 7ewifh Vagrants? Is it not a general Complaint 
An- that we have more Hands than our Trade can em- 
1 *ploy? Where then is the Reaſon or Juſtige of 
ina- cramming the Mouths of theſe hungry [tinerants 
fer- : with the Bread of our Natives? 

the TrarT the Fetus are encumbered with their Foun 
met as well as other People, is certain; and it is equal- 
| ob- N certain that they are never chargeable to any 
than Pariſh where they reſide ; the Neceſſitous are main- 


hich tained by the Opulent; and fo far is a Pariſh from 
than being — with the Fewi/h Poor, that it is 


than ratheribenefitted than injured by them; becauſe the 
Hu- rich Fews pay all parochial Duties for the Houſes 
their they inhabit, though they are not permitted to 
Re · ſerve any Offices, or receive any Advantage, ei- 


igion | {ther for themſelves! or their own Poor, to which 


— 
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the native Pariſhioners are entitled, Their Poor, 


as I read in a little Tract, entitled, The preſent - 


State of the Fewiſh Nation and W orſhip, &c. are 
entirely maintained by the Funds of their ſepa- 
rate Synagogues, without any Burden to the 
< Pariſh or Pariſhes wherein they all live. The 
Funds of their Synagogue is partly a Capital of 
the Synagogue, heap'd up by their Savings, but 


©, , 
< chiefly ariſes from their Taxes impoſed on their ; 
* 


* own People by their Elders, and the free Of- . 


« ferings to the Fund made conſtantly at the 
* Synagogue at the Time of Prayer, and ſolemn 
* Occaſions.” So that the Apprehenſion, that this 
naturalizing Bill will bring a. new Charge upon 
the Pariſhes, where this People ſhall chule to re- 
fide, vaniſhes at once. 


* 
5 
: 
5 


As to the other Objection, that our Trade is 3 


already over-ſtock'd with the Hands of our Na- 
tives, and therefore it would be an Act of the 


utmoit Cruelty, as well as the greateſt Diſcourage- 
ment to the Induſtry of our own People, to give 
Foreigners the Liberty of fabricating our Manu- 
factures: To this I anſwer, That it's well known, 1 


that the Trade and Dealings of the Ferws lies prin- ; 


cipally in Commerce, not in working Manufac- 
tures, but exporting or importing them when 


made; and as they have ſcarce any Mechanicks 
among them, the Wares and Merchandize they 
traffick in, muſt be the Manufactures of the Peo- © 


ple with whom they trade ; confequently, that our 


own Mechanicks and Manufacturers, will be fo far 


from being injured by the propoſed Enlargement 


of the Privileges of the Jews, that they will find 

— themſelves in a better Situation than they were be- 
fore; for the more Merchants there are, the grea- | 
— Quantity of Goods will be exported, and con- 


bene a greater Numbet of Hands will be re- 
quired ; 


— 
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quired to work up Manufactures: to ſupply the 
augmented Demands. _ 

+ ANOTHER Objection, Which has: been ſtarted 
on this Occaſion, is, That, as by this — 
tion Bill the 7eu²s will be enabled to purcha 
Lands, it may ſo happen, that an Eſtate which 
ſnall be ſo purchaſed, may have annexed to it a 
Right of Preſentation to ſome Benefice or Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Living. This has been foreſeen. by the 
Parliament, Who, to prevent the abſurd Conſe- 


| quences of ſuch an Incident, have inſerted a 


Clauſe in the Bill, on purpoſe to prevent ſuch 


an Inconvenience; which is as much as We can 


deſire or expect from them. 

But this is not all; for ſome People are under 
terrible 3 that the Jews, by their 
being empowered to purchaſe Lands, will Ws a 
Right to vote for Members of Parliament, or even 
to be choſen themſelves into that auguſt Aſſembly. 


Dem ſuppoſing this to be the Caſe, and that ſome 
County, Borough, 
pen to be ſo thoroughly convinced of the Abi 

ties and Integrity of ſome Jewiſh Candidate, as to 


or Corporation ſhould _ 
1— 


think him more capable of executing the impor- 


tant Truſt of their Repreſentative than any Eng- 
 4i/man that may offer himſelf, where would be 


the Abſurdity, I would fain know, of the giving 


the Preference to the Few We will likewiſe ſup- 
Poſe the Few to be actually choſen, and fitting in 


the Houſe of Commons, what Kind of Beha- 


viour may we expect from him there? Is it not 
reaſonable to believe, that he will, give his Vote 
on that Side of the 


Queſtion which ſhall appear 
to h im to be the true Intereſt of the Society of 


Which he is now become a Member? If the Sub- 


ject in Queſtion be Trade or Commerce, may we 
not 1 him to be as well qualified as any 
D 2 Mem ber 
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Member of the Houſe, to explain, ' illuſtrate, and 
point out the Merits or Defects of the Article in 
bate ? Certainly he is, for this puts him in his 
proper Element; he is Maſter of the Subject; and 
it will be no ealy Matter to dazzle his Eyes or 
puzzle his Underſtanding with falſe Gloſſes and 


ſophiſtical Arguments. So that ſhould our whole 


Senate be turned into a 7ewiſb Sanbedrim, cannot 
foreſee any Danger that would accrue to our Con- 
ſtitution, as a Civil State, provided our Hebrew 
Senators were under proper Reſtraints with Re- 
gard to Religion. As the Intereſt of the Coun- 
try would be inſeparable from their own, they 
would undoubtedly be actuated by ſuch Principles 
and nne as would be tio conducive there- 
0. N35 Oi nad. 1 677¹—5 
Bur, to put the: Fearful out of Pain, and ſi- 
lence the wrangling Zealots who ſo furiouſly de- 
claim againſt the Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, 
without hearing or knowing the true Grounds of 
their Proceedings, this Bill is not intended to in- 
troduce any Jews into Places and Employments 
in the Government, nor to enable them to give 
their Vote gt Elections, or to ſit in the Houle. as 
Members. So that there will not be the leaſt In- 
fringement of the - Privileges of our Natives i in ei- 
ther of theſe Reſpects. 

Ay, but ſays the querulous Objector, will not 
this Bill encourage all Sorts of Jews, Tag-rag 
and Bobtail, to pour in upon us from all Quar- 
ters of the World ? Will they not fall upon us 
like a Swarm of Locuſts, and devour all the good 
Things of the Land? Will they not, when *col- 
lected together, make as numerous a Body as our 
own People ? How ſhall we ſupport them and 
maintain ourſelves at the ſame Time? In this Caſe 


we ſhall have mr. þ to do but to tranſport our- 
ſelves 


af 
> 
7 
* 1 
*t 
: 
225 
54 
iS 


* * 
* 8 
1 F 8 


2 ſelves to our Colonies and Plantations in America, 


The Benefit intended for the Fews by this Bill, 
is only for the Rich and Opulent among them; 
nor will any of them receive Advantages from it, 
dut only ſuch as are properly qualified. So that 
the Poor and Indigent among them, will be juſt 
in the ſame Situation as they were before. They 
will have no more Encouragement to flock hither 
} from foreign Countries than they ever had; nei- 


much increaſed on this Occaſion. What the 
Number of them reſident among us at this Time 
is, I find calculated in the little Tract I have be- 
; | fore mentioned. The Author ſays, the preſent 
Computation of chem is, ſix hundred F amilies, 
containing about 'two Thouſand. People.“ A 


lis ſurmized, they threaten us with! Let us ſup- 
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and leave them in quiet Poſſeſſion of our Lands 
and Tenements, as the Canaanites did of old. 
_ melancholy Proſpect truely ! were there 
{ Grounds for ſuch a Suppoſition : But the 

; 2 ns to be quite otherwiſe ; nor is there 
— eaſt - Shadow, of Truth in theſe Surmiſes. 


ther do 1 apprehend that their Number will be 


— vaſtly inferior to thoſe who in the 
Reigns of our antient Kings lived here. For 
K. Edward I, in his eighteenth Year, baniſhed 
no leſs than fifteen Thouſand of them at one 
Time, ſeized and confiſcated all their Goods, and 
Y=tt them juſt Money enough to bear their Charges 
to carry them away. 

Is this then that formidable Body, even ſuppoſ- 
ing they were all to be naturalized, that ſtrikes us 
with ſuch terrible Apprehenſions at the Evils, it 


*poſe, for Argument s ſake, that the tenth Part, or 
two Hundred of theſe two Thouſand Jes, ſhould 
ibe naturalized; that theſe two Hundred ſhould 
Ibe worth, one with another, 5000 l. a-piece, which 
Fis but a moderate Computation, ſince they are 
f to 
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to conſiſt of the principal Men among them; the 


Amount of theſe ſeveral Sums, will be one Mil- 


lion Sterling. So that the King will acquire two 


hundred new Subjects, who: will bring with them 
a Million of Money to be added tathe common 


: 
3 


Stock; the greateſt Part of which will be employed 
in Trade, and the reſt thrown into the Funds, or 


A 7 
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expended among us. 


From this Repreſentation ef the Caſe, hich 


I believe is a very juſt one. Lthipk.Jit is manifeſt, 
even. to Demonſtration, that the Eugliſp Subjects 


will be fo far from being injured by this Bill fer 


_ paturalizing the Jeros, that the Kingdem in gene- 


ral will receive great Advantages: from it, dur 


Trade be improved and extended, and Money 
Firculate in greater Plenty / than ever we have 
known it. O tis bel izai u 
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Fonkiex Nations are ſo ſenſible of the Adyan- 


tages arifing from the Reſidencę of the cus among 


< 
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chem, that no Differences in Religion, tho' Bigots 


da their on, can prevail with them to drive them 
away, or even wiſh them gone. In Places where 
Proteſtants, are perſeeuted with Fire and Faggot, 
the Jets are ſuffered to live unmoleſted. To 
What Cauſe is it owing,» that a People, whoſe 
Opinions and religious Sentiments are  diametri- 


cally oppoſite to thoſe of theif Protectors, that 
they ate uſed in fo friendly a Manner? Is it not 


their Wealth that gains them Friends and Favour 
every-where ? And ſhall Eagland be the only Na- 
ton in the World that retuſes to participate of 
their Riches and Induſtry ? Turks, Infidels and 


Papiſts careſs them, becauſe they find them uſetul 
Members of Society; and as long as their Reli- 


* , 


gion does not moleſt or interrupt the Civil Govern- 
ment, they are permitted to enjoy their private 


Opinions, and the Intereſt of the State is preferred 
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to every other Conſideration. Let us imitate this 
nc Conduct, and we ſhall reap the lame Benefits from 
our Indulgence. 
WO ' Sor pretend, that ſuch a naturalizing Bill as 
hem 4 this, will throw a Sort of Slur upon our Church, 
mon as if ſhe countenanced Infidelity ; but which Way 
oy'd 11 can't conceive. In my humble Opinion, Reli- 
F : gion and Trade are two very different Things, 
1 „% _ tho' I muſt needs ſay, we often ſee too near a Con- 
hich gnection between them, and the Firſt but too fre- 
te . quently made ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of the 
s | Latter. But however the Paſſions and Intereſts of 
. Men may prevail on them to make a Stalking- 
a . Horſe of Religion, yet their Abuſe of it does nor 
aur 4 . diminiſh its real Worth, nor ſhould leflen it in 
oney | our Eſteem ; we ſhould be rather rouzed to its 
have Defence, whenever we ſee it openly attacked, or 
n 2 privately undermined. But in this Cale, there 
* | is not the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect any Deſign to its 
ons Prejudice; and if the Fews, by this Kindneſs and 
gots | Indulgence ſhewn them by the Members of our 
j Church, ſhould be induced to relinquiſh their Er- 
tors, aud acknowledge the Chriſtians Mess1 an, I 
got, ] ſhould think, that the Favour granted them, 
10 vould be amply recompenced by ſo happy an 
Event. On the other Hand, I ſhall leave it as a 
Queſtion to be diſputed by our ſpiritual Guides, 
n , whether a harſh and ſurly Behaviour to the Jeus, 
Fr at a Time, when they deſire it as a Favour to be 
united with us in Temporal Intereſts, may not 
ſerve to harden them in their Errors, confirm 
them in their Obſtinacy, and leave a very bad 
| | Impreſſion on their Minds -w the Chriſtian Religi- 
den ; on in general. 
Reli- I TE Favour aſked, and; what is intended by 
this Bill is, that a Jem ſhall not be obliged to take 


the Sacrament at the Time of his N aturalization, 
| | as 
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as was required by the Act paſſed in the »th of 
James I. But at that Time there was no Occaſion 


for a Clauſe of this Sort to be inſerted, in Behalf | 


of the Jes, becauſe there were none of that Na- 
tion then in England; and that Act was made on- 
ly for the Sake of Foreign Roman Catholicks who 
mould deſire to be naturalized. Had there been 
at that Time a trading Body of Fews in the King- 
dom, they would no doubt have been compre- 
hended in the Act, and a Clauſe of this Kind 
would certainly have been added ; for without 
fuch an Exemption, it would have been abſolute- 
ly uſeleſs to them; becauſe it may well be ſup- 
poſed, that no Jew would partake of. an Ordi- 
nance which is the-diſtinguiſhing Symbol of a Re- 
ligion ſo oppoſite to his own. _ 

Bur how ſuch an Indulgence to the Ferws. can 


reflect any Diſhonour upon the Chriſtian Religion, ? 


is beyond my Comprehenſion. Our Religion, 
bleſſed be God, is not ſo churliſh and ill-natured, 


as to ſuffer none to partake of the Bleſſings of our 
Country, but ſuch as are born in it; nay, ſo mild 


is the Temper of our Church, that ſhe tolerates 
numberleſs Sects and Opinions entirely different 


from her own Conſtitution, nor thinks a Liberty 


of Conſcience inconſiſtent with the Principles of 
true Religion, which teaches us to bear with one 
another in Love, well knowing, that it is impoſ- 
fible that all Men can be brought to think alike. 
Bur the Proviſion in this Bill, in Behalf of the 
Jews, extends only to ſuch as are born Abroad, 


and to ſuch of them only as are Men of Property 4 
and Subſtance, nor was there any Occaſion to ex- _ 
tend it farther, becauſe all Jews born in England, 
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are in every Reſpect natural- born Subjects, and 
have, without any farther Aid of Parliament, a 
Right by Law (as IF had 500 Fears ago) to 


purchaſe 
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zurchaſe real Eſtates, and to ſettle ſuch Eſtates on 
their Children, and make Conveyances in any 
N anner as the King's own Subjects might do; 
Js appears by the publick Records of Henry III. as 
} as been before ſhewn. Since this is the true 
State of the Caſe, and that no Privilege is pro- 
poſed to be granted by this Bill to the Fews born 
ere, than what they before ſo long enjoyed, what 
Reaſon is there for this outrageous Clamour againſt 
te Parliament for deſiring to be inveſted with 
Power to naturalize the moſt wealthy Foreigners 
pf that Nation, who defire to live and ſpend their 
Subſtance among us? 
Bur this Bill goes farther, and lays the Fews 
under ſuch Reſtrictions as they never were before, 


and abridges even the natural Right of ſuch as were 
born here: 
the Jews, as well thoſe who were born here, as thoſe 
who may hereafter be naturalized, ſhall be incapa- 
'F le of 
* of Patronage, or Preſentation to uy Bene 
fices, Eccleſiaſtical Livings, c. 


For it declares, that for the future, all 
urchaſing or inheriting any Advowſon, 


Ix the Year 1740, the Parliament paſſed an Act, 
by which all Jews, who had reſided ſeven Years 


in any of our American Colonies, or had ſerved 


two Years on Board any of his Majefty's Ships of 
War, were declared natural-born Subjects of Great 


Britain, without taking the Sacrament ; of which, 
ſeveral Hundreds of them enjoyed the Benekit. 

By this Incorporation of the Fews, we do no 
more than practice the Policy of the French, who 
are reckoned no Fools, and rarely blind to their 
' own Intereſt ; and it is certain, that for two Cen- 


} turies paſt, they have done, what is propoſed by 


the preſent Bill to do for this People, with this 
„a 


only Difference, that the French make no Diſtinc- 


to tion between the Rich and the Poor, but all alike, 


ale 1 


{ wherelvever they come, partake of their Indulgence. x 
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In 1550, Henry II, of France, declared the 
Fews capable of purchaſing, inheriting, and en- 
joying real Eſtates within any of his Dominions, 
in the Manner as the true Inhabitants and Subjects 
of the King. Henry III, in 1574, Lewis XIV, 
in 1656, Lewis XV, in 1725 and 1728, renewed] 
and confirmed the Privilege, | 3 

TxzkE. is another 50 which ſhould 
induce. us to be favourable to the foreign Jews, 
and allure them to reſide among us. Every Bo- 
dy knows, that the Share which Foreigners, eſpe. 
cially the Jes, have in the Publick Funds, is 
very conſiderable; that their Dividends are an- 
nually remitted to them abroad, and that they 
contribute nothing to the Expence of the Govern- 
ment: Would it not then become the Wiſdom 
of our Legiſlature; to practice every prudent Mea- 
{ure to prevail on the foreign Proprietors of our 
large National Debt, to come and reſide among 
us, and expend their Dividends and Income ariſ- 
ing from their Properties veſted in our Funds, 
where they naturally ſhould be ſpent, that is, in 
the Place where they ariſe and are ſecured ? 

Bur however private Men may reaſon upon 
this Occaſion, it muſt be the Opinion and Sen- 
timents of the Merchants and Traders in general, 
by which we are to judge of the Utility of the 
Bill. A ſmall Number of Traders have been 
prevailed upon, probably through Miſinformation, 
to ſign a Petition to Parliament againſt the Bill 
in Queſtion. On the other hand, the Petition 
in Favour of the Bill, was ſigned by the greateſt | 
Number of the moſt eminent Merchants, Traders 
and Manufacturers ever known on ſuch an Occa- 
ſion. The Reaſons they alledge in Recommenda- 
tion of the Bill are, „ That it will encourage 
Perſons of Wealth and Subſtance to remove 
« with their Effects from foreign Parts into this 


« Kingdom 
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* London, Vol. I. p. 535, it appears, that the Jets 
flouriſned mightily in London a little after the Con- 
Jueſt; being encouraged particularly by WMilliam 


upon 
Sen- 
zeral, 


aw 4 they were miſerably tortured by King John to diſ- 
Sn cover and deliver up their hidden Treaſures. In 
Ss 


e pluckd down; and in the 16th Year of that King, 
ae they were all baniſhed to the Number of 15000 ; 


arg | they were not allowed to take away Money or 
2 Goods along with them, ſave only for the neceſ- 


q ſary Charges of their Tranſportation. 
urage 


move i mony from a Chriſtian Biſhop of ſo great Credit 


and Authority; becauſe a learned Eugliſo Lawyer, 


enda- 


5 this 


gdom | 
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% Kingdom; the greateſt Part of which, agree- 
c able to the Experience of former Times; will 
«© be employed by them in Foreign Trade and 
«© Commerce; increaſing the Shipping, and en- 
e couraging the Exportation of the Woollen and 
& other Manufactures of this Kingdom, of which 
«© the eros have, for many Years, exported great. 
«© Quantities.” ares i 

I Have before intimated, that the Fews met with 
very ſevere Treatment under ſome of our antient 
Kings: But that the Reader may not imagine I 
ſay this without Authority, I ſhall quote ſeveral 
Inſtances from a Pamphlet publiſhed in 1736, 
entitled, The Tears of the Children of Iſrael, addreſ- 


ſed to a reverend High- Prieſt of the Church by Law 


eſtabliſhed. | | 
Ir might be expected, ſays the Author, conſi- 
dering how long we have ſuffer'd ill Uſage, that 
you might think it Time to give us better. From 
a Paſſage I find inſerted in your learned Country- 
man Cambden's Britannia, by the preſent Biſhop of 


Rufus. But their Wealth, ſays his Lordſhip, in 
lucceeding Times, did them great Injury, when 


the 11th of Edto. I, their Synagogues were all 


but their Riches were all to be left behind, and 


I was exceeding glad of this impartial Teſti- 


E 2 the 
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| the Lord Chief Juſtice, Coke, hath adhered to the 
Letter of the Law againſt us, as the Truth of our 
Caſe ; he hath aſſigned our Expulſion to no other 
Cauſe than Uſury, whereas his Lordſhip imputes it 
truly and candidly to the Oppreſſions and Avarice 
of the Times, rather than to the Misbehaviour of 
our People. 
Fux laborious Antiquary Stow, i in his Survey 
of London, relates, B. III. P. 34. that K. John 
in the 11th Year of his Reign, commanded all 
the Jews, Men and Women, to be impriſoned 
and grievouſly puniſhed, becauſe he would have all 
their Money. Some of them, ſays he, gave all 
they had, and promiſed more, ſo to eſcape many 
Kinds of Torment ; for every one of them had at 
leaſt an Eye pluck'd out. Amongſt whom there 
was one, who would not ranſom himſelf, till the 
King had cauſed (every Day) one of. his great 
Teeth to be pluck'd out by the Space of ſeven 
Days; ; and then he gave the King 10,000 Marks 
of Silver to ſave the reſt. At that Time the Jetos 
were ſpoiled of 60,000 Marks of Silver. 
_ Is the preceding Reign of Richard I. the Jetus 
at Norwich, Bury St. Edmund's, Lincoln, Stamford, 
and Lynn, were robbed and ſpoiled ; and at York, 
500 of them, beſides Women and Children, taking 
Retuge in a Tower of the Caſtle, offering Money | 
for their Lives, the Chriſtians would not take it; 
whereupon they cut the Throats of their own | 
Wives and Children, and caſt them over the 
Walls on the Chriſtians Heads, and then burnt the 
Tower and themſelves in it.---In the 16th of Hen- 
ry III, the Jets were conſtrained to pay the King 
20,000 Marks at two Perms in the Year, or to 
remain in perpetual Priſon. In his 35th Year he 
exacted immenſe Sums of all rich Men; of one 
Aaron a Jew, 14,000 Marks for himſelf, and 


10,000 tor the Queen; and before that Time, had 
taken 


Naturalization of the Jews. 29 
taken of the fame Few as much as amounted to 
30,000 Marks of Silver, and 200 Marks of Gold 


for the Queen. 


IN the 16th Year of Edward I, the Jews, being 
all impriſoned, redeemed themſelves for 12,0007. 
of Silver, yet afterwards he baniſhed them all, 
and raiſed immenſe Sums by the Sale of their 
Houſes, yet the Commons gave him a Fifteenth 
to compenſate his Loſs. Lord Coke takes Notice, 
that from the 17th of December, in the goth Year 


of Henry III, until Shrove-Tueſday in the 2d of Ed- 


ward (about the Space of ſeven Years) the Crown 
had received 420,000 JI. 15 5. 4d. de exitibus Ju- 
daiſmi, for the Baniſhment of the Fews. 
FROM 1291, we had no Re-admiſſion into Eng- 
land till 1655, being the Space of 364 Years. The 
Wiſdom of Cromwell then brought us into this 


Country again by a Treaty with Manaſſeb Ben- 
Tfrael, wherein the Few?ſp Nation were reſtored to 
the Exercite of their Worſhip in Englund. 


Uyox the whole then, we have an unqueſti- 
onable Right to your Protection, if you are un- 
queſtionable in your Sincerity ; (as who dare ſuſ- 


pect it?) We are told even by ſome Chriſtians, 


who ſometimes attend at Church, that in your 


Pulpit, where you never deceive, and in your 


Prayers, where you never diſſemble, you beſeech 


| God for Fews, Turks, and Infidels, giving us the 


Preference to thoſe who believe the Arabian Pro- 
Phet,“ as you prefer Mahomet before thoſe who be- 
lieve none at all. Now, it would be unreaſonable 
to throw us wholly on the Care of Heaven, with- 
out ſhewing fome Regard to us on your own Part : 
It would be impoſing a Burthen on the Providence 
of God, expecting him to work Miracles, whilſt 


you neglect the natural Means of doing good. 


We hope for greater Candour from you, Sir, 
and are therefore thus tree to trouble you with our 


moſt 


as Apology far. FR e 


| moſt reaſonable Apprebenſion, that tho? from the 
rigid Inſtitutions of our Religion, we muſt ſuffer 
certain Mutilations of the Fleſh, yet we ought. nat 
from any Conſideration, either humane or divine, 
to ſuffer ſuch a civil Circumciſion as to be cut out of 
all Employments, eyen in our own native. Country, 
under a Government whole Authority we have 
obeyed, and whoſe Eſtabliſhment ,we have ſup- 
ported with ſuch irreproachable F idelity, and ſuch 
8 Qilintereſted Zeal, that divers uncircumciſed Patriots, 
who on certain Occaſions may be favoured with 
the Truſts, and loaded with the Bounties of this 
Royal F amily beyond what their Modeſty can 
bear, where it is ſaid in their Praiſe, that the _ | 
not behaved to the Government worſe than very Jews. 
"2 BAY; our Uſage is, more grievqus than, what 
we endured even in the Land of Egypt. We were ſo 
far from being under Incapacities there, that Ja- 
ſepb a circumciſed Few, was King Pharaot's Prime 
| 9 Miniſter, under whoſe gentle Adminiſtration we 
flouriſhed excecflingly | 5 which is more than we 
have ſince done by the Fayour of Miiſters, tho 
| "many have been in | ferner Times, who wanted only 
UQrcumciſion to make them perfe# Fews. - 
Wx are not to be anſwered as the Diſſenters 
| have been, that the repealing of the Teſts would be 
of ſmall Advantage to us; for God and your 
whole Order know, we ever had more 1 
Conſciences, than to be occaſſonal Conformiſts. And 
thoc' Bread and Wine are extremely proper to be 
| eat and drank with the Paſchal Lamb, yet we ſtrict- 
ly adhere to our own. Paſſover, a never in our 
Lives made ref with your Seer amn, 
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